Assay of scratching behavior frequency
The scratching behavior experiment was performed on male mice according to the method of Choo et al. [1] . Briefly, the mice were placed in acrylic cages (22  22  24 cm) and allowed to acclimatize for about 10 min. The rostral part of the skin on the back of the mice was clipped, and 50 g/50 L of compound 48/80 (saline alone in control group) was then intradermally injected into the BALB/c mice. Immediately after the intradermal injection, the mice (one animal/cage) were placed back in the same cages, and their scratching behavior was recorded using an 8-mm video camera (SV-K80; Samsung). Scratching with the hind paw at the injected sites was counted for 60 min. The test agents, given at doses of 5 and 20 mg/kg for intraperitoneal administration and 20 and 50 mg/kg for oral administration, and the positive control azelastine (10 mg/kg for intraperitoneal and oral administration) were administered 1 h prior to the scratching agent. Normal control animals were administered vehicle alone.
